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“To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father.”  

(Colossians 1:2) 

Read Colossians 1:1, 2 
 
Paul’s opening salutations are always impregnated with significance.  There is nothing 
unusual with the format.  Their structure is common to his era and culture.  The power of 
Paul’s salutation lies in their content.  How he says it is common; what he says is not.   
 
Paul identifies who he is and his companion.  By aligning himself as an apostle and with the 
will of God, he clearly establishes his position of oversight and the weight of influence.  He 
also speaks of his solidarity with his audience by speaking of what they have in common, 
“Timothy our brother.” 
 
What we should find compelling is what Paul says concerning his audience, “To the saints 
and faithful brethren in Christ.”  There are three notable identifiers in this short greeting.  
First, he identifies his audience as saints.  The word “saints” often translates as “holy.”  The 
idea speaks to something or someone who is set apart from common use and for religious 
service.  Modern language creates a selected subset within any culture that is able to qualify by 
the word “saints.”   Paul’s usage of this term is significantly different.  Without qualifier, apart 
from “in Christ,” he broadly identifies all those in the Colossian Church as “saints.”  How 
markedly different this is from common culture and usage.  Sainthood is not achieved by the 
work of man, but by the work of God.  It is the result of position in Christ, not the performance 
of man. 
 
The second notable identifier is the word “faithful.”  Faithfulness is a term commonly used 
within the church to identify one’s behavior.  One will often hear the question, “Have you 
been faithful?”  Paul identifies all in the church of Colossae as faithful.  Paul was not aware of 
every believer’s behavior, but he was aware of each believer’s unique union with Christ and 
their position in Him.  His faithfulness enables His people to be identified as “faithful.”   
 
Finally, Paul shows why the people of God can be called “saints and faithful brethren.”  Such 
titles are reserved only for those who are “in Christ.” One’s “sainthood” and ongoing 
“faithfulness” are possible only because of who Jesus Christ is and what He has done and 
continues to do. 
 
Now let me preemptively speak to questions asked.  First, evangelicals do not see one’s 
sainthood as conditional.  Every evangelical recognizes the unconditional aspect of their 
sainthood.  If one’s sainthood is unconditional, then why do we make one’s faithfulness in the 
same verse conditional?   
 
Second, the idea of the unalterable nature of our sainthood and faithfulness does not negate 
the current struggle we have to “continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast” (Col. 



Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 

invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian 

life. 

1:23).  However, as we will see, Christian living is the natural and expected description for 
those who are “in Christ” and “in Him you have been made complete” (Col. 2:10).  Yet the 
struggle is not for position, but from position.  We are not working for approval, but from 
approval.  
 
To think we can add anything to the finished work of Jesus Christ is to participate in the 
assault of the errant that Paul addresses within the Book itself.   Such an assault can be equally 
made in our pursuit of justification as well as our sanctification.  The error found in Colossae 
attacked the sufficiency of Jesus Christ and His work, thus demoralizing the believer and 
placing them in bondage to fear, shame, and guilt.  Paul’s opening statement immediately 
establishes the power of His person and work by clearly identifying who His people are and 
what they can now enjoy.  May God guard us to maintain the singularity and purity of Jesus in 
everything from our beginning to our ending in living within the Story. 
 


